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education, once an Anglican, a man of the world, a man of
honour, a good, kind-hearted man. Lothair explained the
apparent and occasional co-operation of his Eminence with
the others, by their making use of him without a due
consciousness of their purpose on his part. Lothair re-
membered how delicately his former guardian had always
treated the subject of religion in their conversations. The
announcement of his visit instead of aggravating the dis-
tresses of Lothair, seemed, as all these considerations
rapidly occurred to him, almost to impart a ray of hope.

* I  see,'   said the   Cardinal,  as he entered serene  and
graceful as usual, and glancing at the table,  ' that you
have been reading the account of our great act of yes-
terday.'

* Yes ; and I have been reading it,' said Lothair redden-
ing, ' with indignation ;  with alarm;   I should add, with
disgust.'

' How is this ? ' said the Cardinal, feeling or affecting
surprise.

' It is a tissue of falsehood and imposture/ continued
Lothair ; ' and I will take care that my opinion is known
of it.'

* Do nothing rashly/  said the Cardinal.    * This is an
official journal, and I have reason to believe that nothing
appears in it which is not drawn up, or well considered, by
truly pious men.'

* You yourself, sir, must know/ continued Lothair, * that
the whole of this statement is founded on falsehood '

* Indeed I should be sorry to believe/ said the Cardinal,
that  there was   a   particle  of   misstatement,   or   even

exaggeration, either in the base or the superstructure of
the narrative.*

' Good God ! ' exclaimed Lothair. * Why ! take the
very first allegation, that I fell at Mentana fighting in the
ranks of the Holy Father. Every one knows that I fell